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Manuka honey sector gets boost with trial expansion
The lucrative Manuka honey healthcare market is set to expand after New Zealand’s largest farmer,
Landcorp Farming, announced it’ll be planting an additional 93 hectares of mānuka honey trees.
The new plantings are part of the High Performance Mānuka Plantations programme — a seven year
Primary Growth Partnership (PGP) between the mānuka honey industry and the Ministry for Primary
Industries (MPI) to increase the yield and reliability of supply of medical grade mānuka honey.
The PGP trials, involving Landcorp, Hawke’s Bay Regional Council, Comvita, Aborex Industries, Don
and Conchita Tweeddale and Nukuhau Carbon Ltd, were launched in 2011 to increase the value of
the mānuka honey industry from an estimated $75 million towards $1.2 billion per annum by 2028.
Maori Trustee Te Tumu Paeroa is also a shareholder in the programme.
Phil McKenzie, Landcorp’s General Manager for Property and Environment, said the addition of
Landcorp farms in the Wairarapa, Canterbury and Te Anau would double the PGP programme’s
capacity to conduct commercial field trials.
“The antibacterial quality of manuka honey when used topically is well understood. But there’s little
known about why the strength and consistency of these properties varies.
“These trials are designed to test different ways of boosting mānuka honey production through
planting of the shrubs in different environments and climates. The intention is to come up with
ways to specifically breed and cultivate the crop. At the same time, we’ll also be testing the use of
mānuka on the farm for riparian planting and as a shelter for stock, testing this alongside the
mānuka honey trial.”
The main medical use for medical mānuka honey is for treating wound infections due to its naturally
occurring methylglyoxal.
Methylglyoxal in honey is produced from dihydroxyacetone, a chemical present in the nectar of
mānuka flowers. How much dihydroxyacetone is present varies enormously and the field trials are
designed to test levels of it against a range of variables like climate, soils, and temperature.
Neil Walker, Managing Director of the Mānuka Research Partnership (NZ) Ltd, said early results from
the plantation trials were encouraging but there was much more to learn.
“Some manuka plantations in the PGP trials are producing nectar with twice the level of
dihydroxyacetone compared to wild mānuka grown in the same area. Our main research provider,

Massey University, has also observed that the flowering period in the mānuka plantations can be
extended by careful matching of mānuka varieties to location.
“Landcorp’s extension of the trials on hill country land and into riparian plantings and shelter for
stock means we can complete a more robust analysis on things like shrub growth, nectar yield and
quality, apiary issues, and plantation management. Knowing those factors will be essential for the
large scale success of New Zealand’s mānuka honey industry,” he said.
Justine Gilliland, Director PGP at MPI said she’s excited by the greater potential of the High
Performance Mānuka Plantations PGP programme.
“The programme will not only increase the yield and reliability of supply of medical grade mānuka
honey , it also aims to achieve environmental benefits such as increasing the rate of hill country
remediation, reducing costs associated with erosion and improving water quality,” she said.
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About Landcorp Farming
Landcorp is a state owned enterprise and New Zealand’s largest corporate farmer. It owns or
manages 137 dairy, beef, sheep and deer farms from the Far North to Southland. With 1.6 million
stock units on 376,942 Ha, it produces around 18,000 tonnes of milk solids, 10,000 tonnes of sheep
meat, 10,000 tonnes of beef, 3,500 tonnes of wool, 2,500 tonnes of venison and 8 tonnes of velvet
per annum.
About the PGP
The PGP aims to boost the productivity and profitability of our primary sector through investment
between government and industry. It provides an essential springboard to enable New Zealand to
stay at the forefront of primary sector innovation. PGP programmes are generally long-run
programmes of five to seven years’ duration and are subject to oversight and monitoring by an
independent panel (the Investment Advisory Panel) and MPI. There are 18 announced programmes
covering the breadth of the primary industry sectors: wool, dairy, fishing and aquaculture, meat,
pastoral, bee keeping, forestry, viticulture and horticulture.
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