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End of an Era

The Waihora Romney flock has been relocated to Landcorp Goudies Farm at Reporoa. It marks the end of an era in which
dedicated researchers and farm advisors challenged New Zealand ram and bull breeders to increase farm production
through selection of sires for productive traits. Following is a very brief summary of Waihora’s role in this process.

A more extensive review is available courtesy of Dr Clive Dalton on his blog site: http://woolshed1.blogspot.com/search/

label/Lands%20and%20Survey

1967 The germ of an idea by two Whatawhata scientists
(Lang and Hight) that the Lands & Survey Rotorua
District 280,000 ewe flock could provide a source from
which to screen twinning ewes for a research trial to
develop higher lambing percentage.

Superintendent of Land Development, Rotorua
(AIf Tinkham) agreed to twinning 2th ewes being
screened into a nucleus flock at Waihora from L&S
farms around Taupo.

1968 The new Superintendent of Land Development,
Rotorua (Eric Gibson) recognised the potential of
population genetics to increase sheep performance
and pushed the programme ahead.

MAF Whatawhata Hill Country Research Station
personnel were the drivers behind the programme and
data processors with L&S staff doing the on farm
work. At one time there was something like 7,000
stock units being recorded and an index worked out
for them using manual calculations for all their traits

- all done by Graeme Hight.

1969 Lands & Survey (Rotorua Land Development District)
ceased buying rams from the stud industry.

1975 Waihora Sheep Improvement Programme involved
7,700ewe, 3900 ewe hoggets and 3,000 ram hoggets

and run on the adjoining L&S farms of Waihora,
Kakaho and Otutira.

1979 Ballot sale of ex-Nucleus 4th rams to Sheeplan users.
1980 Ballot sale of ex-Nucleus 4th rams to Sheeplan users.
1981 Ballot sale of ex-Nucleus 4th rams to Sheeplan users.

1982 First public auction 78 x 2th rams sold (av $155); 20 x
4th rams sold (av $343).
First application of computer recording and display of
animal records.

1983 Public auction 75 x 2th rams sold (av $247); 19 x 4th
rams sold ($932).

Above: Landcorp Romney ram hoggets, Waihora Station

Developed first relational database for animal data
management.

1984 Public auction 50 x 2th rams sold (av $278); 14 x 4th
rams sold (av $854)

1987 Lands and Survey farming assets sold to Landcorp.
1990 Started FE testing ram lambs

1996 First Landcorp BLUP-estimated Breeding Values
applied in selections.

2001 Lambs assigned to parents using DNA parentage
testing technology.

2004 Sires of Proven Value™ programme started to sell
rams by private treaty to the public.

Landcorp’s Waihora Romney sheep have proven themselves
across a wide diversity of topographic and climatic
conditions. Scanning rates are over 200% (including triplets)
and lambing up to 160% while maintaining high ewe
survivability against challenges such as facial eczema.

The introduction of multi trait breeding selection indices in
the 1970s then BLUP breeding values estimations since
1996 have driven genetic improvement in the breeding
programme which in turn is transferring improvement in
performance in our commercial flocks.

As we move the flock to Goudies, the exciting prospect of
SNP Chips and Genomic BVs look to offer the means for
future quantum gains in selection for increased sheep
productivity, - especially in traits which have a low heritability,
or are costly or difficult to measure.

Ken Burt and his team have had an enormous task over the
past 12 months, preparing Goudies for its new role while
keeping the business going at Waihora, and then finally
making the move. Ken is justifiably proud of what has been
achieved and he’s looking forward to showing you his “old”
flock at their “new” home.
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